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Eaſter- Pay. now 2 Far, f. ad, 1 had, 1 come CY ati 
2 e JT 
my Power, to diſpofe pet pere 
conſtant Attendance at it. % which E 
ag thus eye Dis Book k, which nta 
the all tbat- e or. you, 
and all that I mY 
1 — je on this Subjeck. 1 1 mf carne 
beſeech, intreat and require you, ( as 
will anſwer it at the Great Day, oben 
muſt give a firift and ſevere Account, — 
they have us d thoſe Means and Opportuni- 
ties of being acquainted. with ther Duty 
which hoer bee offer'd to them, eſpecially by. 
the Hands of their Spiritual Teachers and 
Paſtors,) ro peruſe and confider it, with rhe? 
Jame Goes neſs and Concern for your Souls 
with'cobieh 1 call God ti witneſs, ii was tor 


ten. And, if it ſhould not reach all you? 
| Seruples, and anſwer all your Difficulties,; 


1 beg of you that you will let me know wherein 
. remain unſatisfied, that ſo 1 ng 
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1 To his Pariſhioners. _ 


ett appear to be needful. This, as it 
Lil Jhew your Sincerity and boneſt deſire of 
bene. to the knowledge of the Truth, as it 
1 Jeſus, .o vil it . likewiſe ze the 

78 and ſureft ei way of your coming ar it; 
t being impoſſible, by Writing or Preaching, 
fo give ms ame exact and ſpeedy Reſolutions 
fo the Doulys aud Difficulties of particular. 
Perſons, as by verbal Conferences ; wherein 
hey Lebe the fatrsfaftion of pu Vin a ating mer: 
| 5 Ons yp $f er - 

| eaſe 0 wy er | 
G DOC nds ſo . direct and bis gear 
Entervc rs, in this, as well as in all Ni. 
Wy Matrers, that you may adorn the Doctrine 
Ae our Saviour it all things, and by ſo - 
ng; Glorify God, make your Calling and 
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of the Nature, End and Defig th the Lords 

E the "Benefits which Chriſtians, art 
ma akers of by receiving it, and g 
| 2 which they lie under to receroe 16 


N order to a full and cer under ſtandigg 0 of 
the Nature of the Lord's Supper, we ſhill-do 
well ſerioufly and particularly to confider the 
Account which the e ive us, 'of out 

*bleſſed Maſter's Inſtitution of it. Aud this by em- 
paring together Mat, 26. Mark _ Luke 22. x Cor, 
11. we ſhall find, in ſhort, to be this. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour, when he was eating the paſl⸗ 

ore with his twelve Apiſtles, the evening befor 
8 Paſſion, too Bread, and gave thanks, or bleſſed" ith, 
brake it, and'gave it to bend, ſaying, Take,” eat; 

This is my Body which is given for you. This: dv in ca 

 membrance ef me. Likewiſe alſo the Cup after Supper 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, ahd 
| mg all drank of it. And he ſaid unto them, This is my: 
poor the New Teſtament (or the New Teſtament in 

. This & 

: 15 Gm ance of me. 

For the better explaining If which words, an 

5 ining the extent of Tier Ek we 1 it 

diftingly conſider theſe three things” £748. + * 4 
LETT . . Fi 


| * The Great Duty of 


rug, What it is that is here commanded to be done, Do 
uv 7 7A 2 2 | f 
1 the Perſans are . that are concern d to Do 
Ib. 4 ; F 

| Thirdly, The End for which it is to be done, in Remem- 


= Firſt, What it is that is here commanded to be dne; 
and this. can be nothing elſe than what our * 
d his Apoſtles had been juſt then doing, viz. 1. 
N Bread, and bleſſing and breaking it, and likewiſe 
ing Wine, and giving thanks, and partaking of and 
Arributing beth. To this, and every part of this 
on muſt the _ - _ 2 2 ; be- 
pauſe they immediately follow the doing of. i 
e e 
Command.. 'Thoſe who are to provide and d iſtri- 
baute, are to provide and diſtribure both Bread and 
Wine, for ſo had our Lord done; and thoſe who 
| are to receive, are to receive both Bread and Wine, 
{for ſo had the Apoſtles received. And therefore ebe 
Church of Name is inexcuſable, which directly can- 
crary to our Lord's Inſtitution, Hes che Bread only 
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* - 

195 £828. 
1 
» * 


 - Secondly, All ſorts ot Chriſtians, the Laith or Fru 
ple, as well as the Clergy or Miniſters of the Goſpel. Fog 


tho ir is pretended by ſome, that becauſe our Lore 
gave the Bread and Wine only to the Apoſtles, whe 
were all -Minifters, and not any one Lay-Diſciple, 
cherefore he deſigtd rhis Ser only for the Mint 
Mers of the Goſpel, but not at all for the People 
5 S very plainly be proveds 

c from Reaſon and - Scripture: From Reaſai 
both becauſe it appears moſt probable that the A 
poſtles, in the Inſtitutiom of this Supper, were the 
Kepreſentatives of the People, and not of the Mini- 
ſters, who were then much better repreſented bh! 
our Great High-Prieft Cbriſt Feſus, and whoſe Office 1 
is plain be chen alone exccured ; and likewiſe hes 
cauſe it is certain, that the People, who are as mucy 
 partakers of the benefits of - Chriſt's death as che M. 
niſters, have as great reaſon to commemorate em a 
they. From Scripture, both becauſe ir is evidem 
from thence, that the Apoſtles conſtantly adlinims 
ſtred this Supper to the People, ( as to give one In- 
Nance for all; we read AFs 2. 42. where we have 90 
leſs than three thouſand Lay. Converts at once receis 
ving- this Supper) and likewiſe, -heeauſe we there 
ſind St. pax? ſpending 2 great part of a'Chaprer ſit 
urging and directing the Lay-Crinthians how they 
ought to receive, 1 Cor. iI. 


* 


ITis true indeed, that the part which our Lord 
had in che inſtitution of His Holy Supper, vid. The 
Hleſſing of Bread, and breatingit, and taking Wine, a 
vine thanks, "and tiſtributing both, n—_ enly 4d 
ahe Miniſters ef the Goſpel; becauſe rhefe are i 
ſpecial As and, Exerciſes of the Miniftertal' For 
"Mien, and as ſuch, have been reſerved to 
them- alone. But the _—_ of the Bread arid) 

offered 


% 


this is cunmanided to be 


[: 1 
8 The Greet Duty ef 
| 


tranſlate remembrance, ſometimes, fignifiech ; and 
this indeed ſeems to he rhe. moſt proper: ſignificati- 


lemn act of remembrance, and ſuch an one, no 
doubt, our Saviour here expects from us. We are 
always bound habitually to remember him, but 
WY Supper is particularly defignd to excite in our 
Souls, a pre ſent and atyal remembrance of him; 
n „that is, of his, Death and- Paſſion, of- his 

dy that was broken, and his Blood which was 
ned for us. For the Bread and Wine, which are 
"here ad miniſtred to us, were appointed by him ;as 
I fees and repreſentations of his Fleſh and Blood, 48 
le 5 tells us, at his Iaſtitution of chis Hoiy 
| Popper; This, lays he, ſpeaking of che Bread, is my 
| bich is given for 04 5; That is, this is a ſigu or 
4 repreſentations, of n my Body, which ſhall very ſud- 


Fan, ſpeaking of the Cup, Tbis i my Blocd of the 
en Teſtament, or the New Teſtament in my Blood, which 
Ws hed for you, and fer many; as if he had. laid, the 
„Wige Which. you now ſee: in. ihis Cup, and which 
eon mand ye. all to drink off, ig a fign on rcpre- 
E of. my Blood, which will. be:thotzly hed 
y-.or confirm the Nears; Covenants: Which 1 
. | . e between God and Ma. 

When therefore we eat of this Bread, and drink 


57 e together, and fajnþ both;; 
n bis ee of his Body Maul 


lood.cthax N ſhed or us. A 

TN e eee 
ky iT 2 — + % ii 1 
mo bt; 4 e of chrin for our 


| | ee Redeemer... For hat elſe is it to com 
memor e his dying for us, but co declare chat vr 


under ſin, and liable ty mat, aliens fim, 


on of it in this place. For commemoration is a' ſo- 


„ n  @ yd an 


| : denly he offer d up upon the Croſs for you; and a- 


[ Brix Cup, we muſt be ſure to put both parts of 


oO is made wich, God through | 
25. Blood of his 827 14 that we, who before white i 


nud ene- 


| to, Cod, mall. t. 1 &s imputee 
e 1 be Er ae, b Ae 
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Sai Redemption, and Salvation to chem. For this 
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| Communicating explain d. 9 


body of bie fleſs/ through: death be reconciled unto God. 


knowledge this. 


To declare, I ſay, and ſhew both ro God and Man, 
that our hope is only in the Lord Jeſus, who hath" 
now appeared to put away ſin by the Sacrifice of himſclf, 
and in whom alone we. have redemption through his 
blood, even forgiveneſs of! ſins, TU. 200 ſee is. what 
the Scripture means by Chriſt's Body being broken, 

and his Blood ſhed for us, and there fore all Chriſtians 
who ſincerely” remember thoſe, muſt ſincerely ac 


© Secotidly, An acknowledgment of Chriſt for. our | 


Lord and Maſter : For, befides that, by ſubmitting 
to his Rires and Inſtitutions, we plainly declare our 


ſelves his Diſciples: beſides, that by acknowledging 
of, and partaking in his Sacrifice, we do, according 
to the Senſe ot all Nations, own our ſelves members 


To love him, who hath ſo loved us, as to lay down 


of his Church; beſides this, I ſay; by aeknowledg- 
ing Chriſt's dying for us, we do manifeſtly acknow- 
ge our obligations both to love and obey him: 


his life for us; to obey: him, whoſe. purchaſe we ate, 


who hath beught ns. with a price, even the ineſtimable 


price of his Blood, and has therefore a. right to us, as 
the Scripture tells us, as a peculiar people to himſelf. 


And this the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo ſenſible. 


of, that they look d upon every receiving of the 
Lord's Supper to be a new tie and obligation, a new. 
vow and dedication of themſelves to Chriſt. And 


hence it was that the word: Sacrament, which ſigni - 


© | fied among the Romans, that Oith of Fidelity which 


their Soldiers took, was given as à name to rhe 
Lord's Supper, becauſe Chriſtians were ſuppos d to 


bind themſelves there, as it were hy an Oach,- co 
The Ends for which our bleſſed Lord inſticuted 


_ this holy Supper ſeem to have been theſe three. 
Tirſt, His Father's and bis.own Glory; which could 


* 


no way better be illuſtrated and extoll d, than by 
making all Chriſtians whatſoever join in aſcribing 


dice 80 oun boch cheir Power, and Wildor", 


5 


8 — 


4 wards ih h — could 


| 2hraagh all; and in them all ; 
$ ally c „ by our being all partobers of that 
ene bread; for t 'as St. Paul teacheth, we Ma- 


. to commemorate che nobleſt inſtance of 
3 Love ever appeard in the world, and conſe- 
: Aer the nobleſt Example for Chriſtians to fol- 
bo, the nobleſt motive x0 excite chem o love one 
= anther. 

= Thirdly, The and edifening-of ever . 
| . Scular Chriſtian; — will appear — wt: 
'l mirably well ſerv'd this way, if we will 
. elves leave to reflect a little on the 
every Chriſtian is made partaker of by . this 
Holy Supper. And. 

| Firſt, If we confider this: Holy Supper, bat as. 2 
1 * Commemorative Sign, or ſign to put us in mind of 
Chriſt's dying for us, yet even thus it will prove 
of vaſt advantage to us. For this will naturally 


towards him, to confirm our Faith a 7 — ſtrengthen 
our Hope in him, and to fix and cſtabliſh our purpo- 
ſes of obedience to him. All chis, I. ſay, will be 
the natural reſult even af a bare contemplation or 
remembrance of Chriſt's having freely given up 
. himſelf ro death, even the death of the Croſs for 


© us, and af his having thereby procured remiſſion of 


- * 


. to all choſe that abey him. Bur, 
8 Ir we conſider it, as it is the Communion 


Body and ang of Cbriſt, that is, as it is to all 
. ue 0 N 


cs aa. — 2 Chriſtians 


The preſerving the unity of the buch, t- 
contrihute than 


| ny are one Bread and one Body. And likewiſe their 


tend ro inflame our Love, and exalt our Gratitude 


Ali our Sins, and a promiſe of Eternal Life and Hap- 


— . — 1 P 
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with Chriſt, and briſt with us, antl nothing but our 
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_ Chrift himſelf, and perpetually. to be obſerv/d_ by all-Chris - 


- part grants and confirms to them, "under the Symbols of 4 
Bread and Wine, the Body and Blood of his Son Chriſt Few. 
fut, that is, all the bleſſed effects of his Body broken und 
5 direłt and enable them to 
cauſe ir was inſtituted by- our Lord at Supper time. 
to receive this: Holy. Supper de abundantiy appear... 

© Furſt, We have here a plain command ſu to do 


the World, to call our lelves Chr iſtians, and yer live 


SS FSS 


Why cull ye mg Lord, Lord, ſaith our Saviour;: and. do 
Words acknowledge me. te be your Maijer 


| Communizating-expldin'd. . 20 
and of the grace of the holy Spirit to teach and enable us 
to obey, we ſnall be abundantly convinc'ttef the ad- 
vantage and benefit of it eo us. Ey this means we 
have the ſame ſtrengeh and nouriſnment convey d 
unto our Souls, which che ourward Symbols Bread? 
and Wine convey to our: Bodies. % are made one 


own wilful-diſobedience.ſhall be ever able to- patt us 
more from him. = r | 5 

This is a true and faichful account of the Lord's 
Supper, which I think may be fairly ſummd up ins 
cel Fow and plain words. I: ig Fuueral Feaſt, or 
Feaſt - of Covenant between Cod und Man, inſtituteu by 


iam; where by partaking of Bread and Winie, in-commes + 
moration of Chriſt's Body given, and his Blood ſhed for 3 
them, they on their part acknowledge Chriſt for their. Sas 

viour and Redeemer, Lord and . Maſter ; and God on bir x 


his Blood ſhed, viz. pardin of "paſt fins,” promiſe-of eternal 
happineſs upon future — the Goſpel, and Grace 
r orm this obedience. and 
this Feaſt is. therefore call'd the Lord's Supper, be- 


From bat has been laid, I think our Obligations 


Por: 


Do rhis in remembrance of ma; à command, as has been 
already ſhewi you, which reacheth to all Chriſtians,, 
and will oblige them, even to che end of the world, 
So that it is mere trifting with God, our Saviour au 


in a wilful negle& of this plain command of Chriſt. 
nor the things which I ſay to what purpoſe du ye in 


«| | 


Har: Tube Great Duty of 
hen I call upon you to do this; plainly declare by 
our actions that you do not regard nie ? Better had 
been for you that you had never taken my ſacred. 
name into your mouths, than that you ſhould thus 
abuſe and blaſpheme it. Be nat deceived, I will not be 
mocked: But I ſay unto you, It ſhall be more tolerable for 
Bre and Hdon, at the day of, Judgment, than for you..- , 
- Secondly , This command of our Saviour is at- 
rended with a multitude of Circumſtances, which 
do every one of them very much add to its force 
and obligation, and render the negle& of it more 
and more unpardonable. For, ' . 
'Firſt, It was his dying Command; that very ſame 
night, in which he inſtituted this Holy Supper, was 
he betray d into the hands of the Fews, in order to 
be mock d and derided, buffered and ſcourged, and 
at laſt ſacrificed upon the Croſs for our ſakes. And 
can our dying Saviour require any thing of us, that 
Wwe will not do? Can he ſpeak, and ſhall not his loft 
words be minded by us? What anſwer do ye think 
ye ſhould have given him, had ye heard him ſpeak- 
ing in chis manner to you: My deareſt Children 
< who I love ſo well, whoſe miſeries I am ſo deep- 
y concern d for, whoſe. fins I am fo very defirous 
to get a pardon for, that behold I am juſt now go+ 
e ing to die an ignominious death upon the Crofs 
for you, that ſo, by the Sacrifice of my ſelf, I may 
„take away all your fins, and make you heirs of e- 
WH * x<rnal Glory. My beſt and deareſt Children, dear- 


= «© words of your dying Saviour; T have bur one thing 
more to require ef you : Oh let not that be neg- 
„ jlected by yon! Let me intreat you, with my laſt 
W < brearh,”that breath which I am contented to part 
Vich for your ſakes, to preſerve this my laſt Com- 
n mandment inviolable! Would ye not all have ſaid, 
Di. iſtruſt us not, O bleſſed . 

command whatſoevet thou ſeeſt good, and we wi 
+ .* chearfully obey, tho it be even to death it ſelſ. 
Out hearts are affected with the ſenſe of thy ap- 
„ proaching kindnefe, that we can no more forget 
2 RA 2 3 * thy 


i i : - 
AS) » 12 


er to me than my liſe it ſelf, Hearken to the laſt 


Communicating. explan#d. wy 
« thy dying words, than-we-can-refue to acett thy {| 
ee ding Love,. © be: rod e n I WR 
. Secondly, It is a very eaſy Cummand; take Bread 
and Wine, bleſs them, and then eat and drink of 
them in remembrance of me, is a Command ment as lit- 
tle grievous as our hearts could wiſh for; ſo that they 
who neglect it, have nothing to ſay in excuſe for 
chemſelyes, but ſeem to ſin purely for ſinnings fake, 
and this is che very height of wickedneſs. Bleſſed 
God, that ever the Devil ſhould ſo far get poſſeſſion 
of mens hearts, as to keep them from doing their 
duty, even where there is no hardſhip in doing it. 
How can theſe men in reaſon expect that our Savi- 
our ſhould be at any pains to ſave them, who are re- 
folv'd n+ Sg be at none to obey him? Or rather, 
how can they not expect to be made the unhappy } 
inſtances of his wrathful diſpleaſure, who will ne 
do even this ſmall ching to pleaſe hin:: 


Thirdly, This is a Command, in-which our obedience * | 
to Chrift is more peculiarly try d. In moſt other of his 
commands, there are other obligations befides'thofe 
of his Authority, as in all moral Duties, obligations 
Hom NEAR, 1 like; ſo that —— not 
very eaſy to tell, by men's complyance with theſe; 
whether they are dus Servants of Chriſt, or no 
becauſe they may, nay, and it is plain they ſome- 
times do comply with theſe Duties, upon principles -- 
of Nature or Reaſon, when yet they have no true 
ſenſe of their obligation from Chriſts authority. But, 
in the duty before us, there being no obligation; bur 
Chriſt's poſitive, Inſtitution, they who perform it as 
ä they ought, muſt certainly act upon a true Chriſti- 
an prineiple, vix. a ſenſe of the obed ieno they we 
to Chriſt's commands. This then being a plain Teſt 
of our being true Chriſtians, it is certainly ou duty , | 
to let all the world ſee, by our compliance with m 
chat we are ſo; and that the obligation of Chriſts 
Authority, when alone, is abundantly ſufficient to 
command us whither ſoever it pleaſt th. ( 
- Fourthly; This Command, it 4 more than \ordinary © 
mal of our: Gratitude and Love to Chriſty becauſe. i. 
Fc7. © ISR ONO INE CO RIPON - 
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* * 
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but wut we are nnn 


——— Chriſt had had no 
command us any ching; but had only 
that we mould perpetually obſerve 
what - aunſpeakabl = hi — 
great, y great t 

e ſhould haue been moſt — 
- requeſt, The 
rea- 
and therefore — — E influ- 
upon reaſonable creatures; and certainly all chat 
and \ Gratitude can oblige us to, we muſt be 
10 in behalf of him, who has done more to 
Lone, and deſerve our thanks, than all 
3 ever had in the World put toge- 
e and ungrateful wreroches then muſt we needs 
he only deſires any of us, we do 

to fulfil his deſires; but maſt eſpecial- 
y baſe and ungrateful, if when the deſires of us on- 

har we & meet now hand chen, to 
all his windige 


to: hear or 


e 


THE 


1 


? 


TIF 


8 
1 


7 


: 
4 
n 
. 


115 


F 
5 ther. 
l 


Tf 


12 


be, 
not 


Ss 
E 


8 
1 


4 


ſs 
eren 


2 


| : that we muſt be'Fodls as well as 
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ity and your 
together, it muſt be a 


1 5 — — of contradiction and yebellion, or at 
Wt. 2 


degree of careleſsneſs and ſupineneſs, 

n le& your duty. You 

— ty mind — to en with 

dur — who will rather forego youruen! inte- 
reſt, than bey his commands. 

Sixchly, This it a Command, in which abi ln of 


WL God and ow Saviour are in 4 very extraordinary manner 
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mere Laws — and Gratitud e, to be moſt 
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| Communicating eaplais'd. tg 
particularly careful to ohſerve. For-fince the yoly | 
Supper was inſtituted on for the ſolemn - 
commemoration of che great loving-kindneſs of God 
and our Saviour In Redonming ws, and for — 4 
forth to the World their great Power, Wildom ane 
Goodneſs, in the ion of us, and likewiſe | 
the new Title they acquired to our ſervise 
and obedince; we cannot poſſibly do any ching 
more for their honour, than vo attend - this ſolemn 
commemoration, and join with our fellow Ohriſti- 
ans in acknowledging all Glory, ſervice and obedi- 
' ence to God, who bath. ſavd us, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace, and 
hath bought us with a price; and likewiſe to our Lord 
* Chrift who was ſlain, and has redeemed us to God 
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= this point. PP 
= Laſtly, This is a Command, which we are often put 
nn mind of. We hear of our obligations to it both 


1 
' 

| 

( „ 


£ it being plain from experience, that for want of 
chis diſtinction, men have 


here been the natural effetts of theit obedienee in 


ef; % 4 


from the Desk, and from the Pulpit; we read of 


them in the Church Catechiſm, and have a ſenſible 


remembrance of chem, every now and then, at the 
Communion Table. We are frequently exhorted, 


- inrreated, and in the Name of Chriſt commanded to 


attend his Holy Supper; we are told of the great 


| danger of neglecting it, and both the mercies and 


terrors of the Lord are made uſe of to draw and 


compel us to it, | 1 | 
And now, if after all this, we ſtill continue ob- 
ftinate and undnriful, what can we expect but a 


| 2 puniſhment anſwerable to our obſtinacy ? A Puniſh- 


ment that ſhall'no more relent than we have done, 


but, being deaf to all our prayers and cries for mer- 
cp, ſhall with the ſame continued torments prey up- 


on us, and be to us the ſad remembrancers of our 


fatal obſtinacy to all eternity. +954, oh 
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of Preparation for the Lord's Supper. 
„1 : 3 5-4 2 roa 4 ENS 


| N diſcourſing on this head, it will be convenient, 
T from the very beginning, to diſtinguiſh betwixt 


necſiuy preparation, without which no man ought 


to come to the Lord's Supper, and ſuch as is only 
expedient or eable under certain circumſtances ; 


1 ſtrangely confound- 
ed in their norions about chis matter, „ 


T0 the neceſſary preparation, no doubt thoſe words 
of St. Fun referr'd, Corinth. 11. 28. Let a man exa- 
nne, try or prove himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
= bread and drink of that Cup; becauſe this is laid down 
at large, as 4 general rule to all Chriſtians; and it is 


g - 
, * „ 


plainly ſuppeſed char no man vughr to 1 


PUT, : i 
| 1 
Communicating, explain'd. 
that bread, and drink of that cup, who has not be 
Gamined- himſelf. Examined —— as to what? WM 
Our Church tells us in few words, whether he re- 
pents him truly of bis former fins, 5 edf aſtly purpoſing + 
lead a new life; bas a lively Faith in God's mercy throug 
Chriſt, with a thankful remembrance of. biedeath-; py 
is in charity with all alen 
In which words three chings are 
neceſſary qualifications for the wortiy :receiving the 
Lord's Supper. Firſt, a ſincere and compleat Re- 
pentance, which ſhall not only look backwards with 
unfeigned ſorrow for our fins paſt, but likewiſe e- 
ward with ſtedfaſt purpoſes of leading a new life 
for the time to come. Secondly, a livah Faith. in | 
God's mercy through Chrift, ſuch firm and heatty per- 
ſuaſion and aſſuranee of God's having redeemed us 
from fin and death by the death of Chriſty and- of his 
having made him our Lord and Maſter, and pro-—- 
mis d eternal life to us upon condition of our obe- 
dience to him, as ſnall work in us à readineſs of 
mind to ſerve and obey him in all things, and more 
eſpecially ſhall diſpaſes us to ccmmemorate his death, 
with. the, higheſt gratitude andi moſt affectionate 
Thankſgiviag.“ Laſtiy, An umverſal” Love and C. 
rity,: whigh ſhall: extend t6-alb men; even our very 
enemies, and make us nor Only: forgive all their 
tre ſpaſſes againſt us, but like wiſe: bleſs:them, pray for 
them, and in one word, do them all the good. => 
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I lifcarinn: worthy receiving the Lord's Suppen, bi 
; | withmoſt- — 2. -appear;)by cankidering them a 

f ligticcapare; And, eee 13s ow bag wb 


{3 Firtfe as as to Repent ance; it is plain, even from rea- 
Jon, chat without this me muſt needs be unfit to 
Join in any w of God's Ordinances; it being :downright 
Hy procriſy, zud a mere mocking of God, co'declare | 
our ſelves- his. Seruants by commnunicating in cheſe 
ourward Rites; of. hin Relighan, den yet ar the ſame | 
» Wetare nor inwardly diſpbled; at all ferne 
in che n PA res dur duty, ie 
* .rig hteouſly 
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Wl -therefare we--fiud the Scriptures conſtantly re 


= Þ - rion of his comi 


3 hoe affronc Gad. Unto ebe 
j6 | haſt thas ta dovo Arlene n Kanten or that thow-ſhouldeſt | 


1 tells us, it 5s 


HY Ae money AAR world, - 


ſenting God, as ane chat abhorrech and abominaterh 
the ſerrice of the wicked, and reſents their Prayers 
| + and ſacrifices, their —— and Joon meeting, 4s ab- 
minatiaa and iniquity. x. 

Much leſs can 2 wicked, ebe ro Join in his 
. :holy-Ordinance- of che Lords Supper; for che end 


2H chis being e la ment and bewail thoje fins, which 
were the occafion of our bleſſed Lord's death; and | 


0 reijaice in chat victory, Which our Lord by his 
death obtain d over ſin; he muſt certainly be a very 


unit man to do this, who ſtill taketh part wich ſin, 


mecech (2 favour and liking to it, and inſtead of 
being Seruan to Cbriſt, is:indeed the'Seruant of ſin. 

_ » Befides, we know the Lord's Supper is a covenant- 
wherein we are to our ſelves 
tu che ſervice of Chriſt; and 22 — 
on of ſuch is ta make over to us ail 
the benefits of Chriſt's death and paſſton, remiſſion of 
uur; grace. to enable ut to liue accor #0 the Rees of 
- #bie:Goſpel, . But 
now the wicked man is utterly unqualiſied for both 
of chis Covenant; For how ſhall he ge 
; the ſervice of Chriſt, ha is not * 
© 2 his Sins? Or what Title can he ly 
have to the Benefirs of Chriſt's death, who will not 
that obedience, which is 4- neceſſary condi- 
at them? So that ſuch a perſon 


 canhave nochi do. at the Lon Supper; he is 
—— is buſineſs of it, and, — 


"God faith, what” 


_ take my Covenant in thy mouth ? ' = ag oh 10 be. 
y refarn', and caſteſt my words behind t | 

:\ Secondly;! As'voiVairh ; without his, dure 
impoſſible 20 Weaſe God, 'For be he thro: 
in any of his 


enn to God, he chat deawerh near to hin 
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| Gmminctng epi, = 
d Mgr der of tbem that diligently (eek. him. God is non te 
5 t 47 aich with out ward profeſſions pretences, 
worſhipp'd only with our Lips, while gur Hegrts 

= far. from, him.: Bur he. Ip 4 Gad of the —. a 
abo. ſearcher of our Reins, and 4 tryer of our = 
; || Zhoughts: and therefore it will he better for us 3 
this | worſhip him at all, os not to worſhip him 4 i 
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nd I neſt; never to Lk y outward — to be- 
ich lie e in him, chan ps 5 as N 

nd And indeed can thing poſſibly 1K. mare ab 
his | furd and dated, As agar as blaſ; Bk and pro- 


ry voking, than. for thoſe to pretend ro commemorate 
in, Chic d ing for us, who do ere Ie go of i 
of For IT ro 


4 Beſides, are not all the Bleſſings of dhe Goſpel, 
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20 » The Great Duty of 
great Love and Kindneſs of our blefſed Lord in dy- 
ing for us, who is not ſo far affected with it, as to 
endeavour all he can to tranſcribe and imitate it. 
How great things ſoever we may ſay in commen- 


dation of it, how much ſoever we may in words 


extol it, we ſhall not be accepted of God, if we in 
our Actions blaſpheme it. And it is in truth no lefs 
than to call our Saviour Fo in dying for us, when 
we were his Enemies; to think that we are not obli- 
ged to love, forgive, and help one another. Either 
His Love to us had no good grounds and reaſons for 
i, or if it had, and we think fo, we ought to ſhew 
that we do fo, by letting the ſame grounds and res- 
ons influence our Love. Secondly, Without Cha. 
rity one of the g 
Lord's Supper will be defeated, - which is ro propa. 
gate Love and Charity amongſt- Chriſtians. Third. 
y, without this the Scripture aſſures us, all our 
Services, all our Gifts and Graces will ſtand for no- 
thing in the ſight of God. Though we ſpeak with the 


Tongues of Men, and of Angels, and have not Charity, 


we are become at ſounding Braſs or ' a tinkling Cymbal, 
And "though we have the Gift of Prophecy, and under. 
fand all Myſteries and all Knowledge, and though we have 
. all Faith, ſo that we could remove Mountains, and have 
not Charity,” we are nothing. Fourrhly, without this 
we are uncapable of receiving any benefit from the 
Lord's Supper; for remiſſion of ſins, which muſt 
firſt be obtain'd, before we can hope for any other 
mercy from God; is promiſed only to the charitable, 
If ye forgive men their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father 
will 'al ſo forgive you: pou you forgive not men their 
Treſpaſſes, neither will your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes. 
- Laftly, Our bleſſed Lord has commanded us nor to 
dare to bring any ill will or enmity along with us, 
when we come to his Supper; nay farther, if we 
are come to it, and find that we have unawares brought 
any, to go away and lay them afide, before we pre- 
ſume to partake of ir. If thou bring thy Gift to the altar 
and there remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſtthee 
.  leavetherethyGift before the Altar, and go thy way, firſt be 


t ends of our meeting at che 


yeconciled 

Thus 
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the Lor. 
fir him 1 
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nion, all that is neceſſary to give a Man a Title ro” | 


ommunicaring EXP an da. 214 ö 

yeconciled to thy Brother, and then come ant offer thy Gift.” PV 
Thus much is, 1 think, ſufficient to prove that | 
Repentance, Faith and Charity, are neceſſary qualifi- \ 
cations for the worthy Receiving of, the Lotd's Sup- | 
per. That they are the only n ry. ones is ver 
plain, becauſe they are all that is neceſſary to Salve. 2 þ 


all the Promiſes and Bleſſings of the Goſpel ; and | 


certainly more cannot be neceſſary to fir a Man for l 
the Lord's Supper, than to fit him for Heaven; to 
fit him for the Seal of the Promiſes, than for the Pro- | 
miſes theniſelves. ro n i EN 4 

But here I ſhall be asked; If this be all the pre- 
paration neceſſary, how comes it to paſs that we 
have ſo many Sermons preached, and Books written 
about ſetting apart ſome time, ſuppoſe a Week, for 
private Devotion and Examination, every time be- 
fore by derte the Les DAT — it 
to t many very good Men ey happen to 
be difſurbed a world ly buſineſs, ſo that — | 


cannot attend this weekly preparation, 
upon themſelves as unfit, for that time, to attend 
the Holy Communion? To this I anſweer if 
Firſt, that I told you before that there was a pre- 
paration, tho not abſolutely neceſſary, yer, under 1 
ſome circumſtances, expedient and ad viſeable. 
Where Men have time and other opportunities, it is 
very commend able in then to do all they can, by - 
reading the Scriptures and other good Books, and. 
by Prayer, and other exerciſes of Devotion, to ex- 
cite and encourage, to actuate and quicken all their 
graces and virtues, that ſo they may appear, in their 
beſt Robes at their Lord's Table. This is ſuch. a - 
piece of reſpect to God and our Saviour, as cannot 
fail of being well aecepted of them. Bur then, - 
Secondly, we muſt be careful not te carry this 
matter too far, and make other neceſſary conditions 
of : communicating worthily , beſides what God has 
made, He has no where commanded us to ſay 4 
certain number of Prayers, to faſt ſo many days, 
and to ask our ſelves juſt fo many queſtions, before 
we communicate, nor doth the nature of our duty, 
| 3 ©,” rcquice | 
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require any ſuch thing of us. And if our Spirtual 


Puſlors have put us upon theſe things, they have done 
it. s a matter of amd good e, and not 
at leuſt, if they 
their commiſſion, 


if 


rity with their neighbms, and intemt to cad a new life, © 
following -the' — of Out, ant wal ling from 
henceforth in his holy ways, #0:draw' near with Faith, and 


tale this Holy Sacrament to their confers 3 without azk- 


FR 


. moſt happy oocafion of 


ing chem whether they' any farther prepa- 
n for thoſe. who refrain from coming 
to the Supper, becauſe: they have bern hin- 
der d from making this particular preparation: ler 
them be never ſo good and never o wife in other 
things, yet in #his I praiſe them nt. For certainly it 
is an of à weak mind, and not of à ſound 
Fadgment, for men to make to themſelves duties, 
which:God and Reaſon have not made: It is Super- 
ſtition, and not Religion, for men to place their du- 
ty in little niceties and r and to overlook 

weightier matters of the Law. And yer this they 


| certainly do, who excuſe themſelves from the great 


and im duty of communicating, purely upon 
acrount of —— — ſome little 
forms and exerciſes, which nothing but their own 
fanries and other . — 
examples have ma ies. Beſides; - do 

tins — debar themſelves from the great and in- 
expreſſible benefits of communicaring; they omit a 
f glorifying and their Sa- 
viour, and doing good to their Brethren and them- 


ſelves, only to humour adleſs ſcruples, and un- 


. Nay; even themſelves ar other times c n 
themilelves; they can readily come to other Ordinan- 


= cs, as praying, hearing the Word, ec. withour any 


ſuch prepararionas this; and yer this would be cve- 


ry 
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155 Sum of all is this. ; We catitive N by 
our ſelves too de- 
our Gueſts for the Lord's Table ; and therefore,” 
whe we have ity, it will highly. become 
us, by Prayer other ſuch. means, to trim! and. 
deck our 5 Bur ſtill. we muſt always re- 
member that the great and only neceſſary. preparati- 
on is Repent ance, Faith, and Charity; a pure innoeene 
mind, à firm and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chkiſt, an-ardene - 
and . affection to our Brethren. Withour 
theſe, all other preparations are vain and of no ac- 
count, and with theſe we are fir gueſts to receive the 


Lord's Supper whereever n 
unexpeRtedly, and without the leaſt warning. He 
who is of theſe Divine Graces, is . 1 


fit, without any further preparation, for Dearth and 
Heaven, and a undoubresly fr for any Means ad 


But here I ſhall be ad, how a Man-can know 
char he is chus prepar d? I anſwer, his own-mind 
| muſt dell him, and if he doth but conſult it honeſt- 
ly and with ſincerity it will. No body but himſelf. 
can inform him, whether he be in temper and diſ- 
be re in firm purpoſe rpoſe and reſolution to quit all 
. without the leaſt reſerve, and to end avur 
N utmoſt of his power to live for the future, as 
N Goſpel of Chriſt, No body can tell 
him, what he believerh, what he unfeignedly ac- 
| knowledgeth to be true, but himſelf ; nor can an 
. hs gs ee 
orgiveth all men their tre is 
all occaſions to do chem the moſt — en-obgy No 
man knoweth the heart of a man Tae himſelf-; and 
he may know ir if he be faithful ro himſelf, Ocher- - 
[ FILLED in veja: cure upon in Scripcare $0. cr. 
amine 


— 


24 * 18 Great Du "of ""\ Wi 
m mine dur ſelves, to try ol thoughts, aud conſult our 


Wwell, bur you have formerly examit d your ſelf. 
and thought your ſelf rightly diſpos'd in all theſe 
points; but yon found by your after-behaviour, 


that you deceiv'd your ſelf, and therefore how fhall 
3 your felf again ? I anſwer, che more ſenſi- 
ble you are of any 'miſtake you have formerly made 
in this matter, the more heedful and watchful over 


your {elf ought you to be for the future. It may be 


your heart was in right temper before, when you 
thought it ſo, but you let it ſlide back afterwards ; 


therefore, tho you think you ſtand now, take heed leſt © 
van fall. It may be you were careleſs and remiſs in 
examining your ſelf before, and then it is no wonder 
that you found your ſelf miſtaken ; therefore be 


ſtri& and ſevere with thy ſelf now, that thou may'ſt 
be miſtaken no more. 


But may you venture to go to the Sacrament , im- 


mediately upon your converſion from your fins? 
Muſt you not ſtay ſome conſiderable time to try, by 
your Actions, whether your purpoſes of amend- 
ment are ſincere or no? Yes, if you cannot truſt 
your ſelf, you had beſt ſo to do; if you are in 
doubt of it you muſt not dare to mock God. But 
if after a thorough ſearch and examination of 
your ſelf, you are fully perſuaded, that you are re- 
ally beginning a new life, and that you ſhall per- 

ſevere in it, I ſee no reaſon then why you ſhould not 
come; come to him that refreſbeth ſuch'as are weary 

and heuty laden; come to him Who having wrought in 
thee to will, according to his good purpoſe; will infalli- 


* bly, if it be not thy own fault, work in thee to do 


likewiſe, and fo finiſh the good work, which he has 
happily and-gracioufly begun in thee. 


We read in the 4 of the Apoſtles, that the new 


Converts to * — without any time of tryal, 
were immediately admi 


ateiy after their Con verſion continued in bre.ching of 
„ B t - 5 Bread, 


* 


nirred to the Lord's Supper; 
for ſo we are told, Aﬀsr 2. that all, the whole three. 
thouſand new Converts ther: mentioned, immedi- 


„„ CC WE oe We dt td 


N 


Communicating explain d. 25 


Bread, chat is, in the Communion of the Lord's 
Supper. And rherefore I can ſee no reaſon, why a 


man that really thinks a true change of mind 
wrought in him, ſhould not preſently, upon his aſ- 
ſurance of ſuch a change, from an honeſt and im- 
partial examination of himſelf, hope that he is a fir 
gueft for our Lord's Table. Eſpecially conſiderin 

how kindly the prodigal Son in the Goſpel is — 
and treated by his Father, even immediately upon 
his return. | | WY 


* 


I hall add no more, but that I moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeech men to be very faithful ro themſelves in this 


weighty buſineſs of Self- examination. They are 


the only per ſons that can ſuffer by making a falſe 


judgment of themſelves, and therefore it highly 
ſtands them in ſtead, ſo to judge themſelves, that they 


be not judged of the Lord; ſo to ſearch and examine their 
own Conſciences (and that not lightly, and after the man- 


ner of diſſemblers with God; but ſo,) that they may come 
holy' and clean to ſuch a heavenly Feaſt, in the marriage 
garment required by God in the holy Scripture, and be re- 


ceived as worthy partakers of that boly Table. 


1 6 * 12 " : . 
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„n, - "CHAP, UL. F 
© Of. Frequency of Communicating. 
I Shall not here detain you with a long Account 


how the Primitive Chriſtians communicated ar 
firſt once a day, then daily for a conſiderable time, 


and at length never ſeldomer than once a week. The 


ſtate of the Church while in its Infancy, and under 


Perſecution, required then a more frequent Perfor- 


mance of this Duty, for the ſtrengthening and com- 


forcing of irs members, and for the propagation of 


the Faith, than now, when it is well grown, and 


generally ſpread; and has gotten helps and ad vanta- 


ges from ſecular intereſt and power. And therefore 
the Example ot the Primitive Chriſtians in this point, 
Circumſtances having much varied between their 
times and ours, cannot be an exact Rule to us. How- 
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ever thus much we may very fairly infer from it, 


that we ought to be frequent in this Duty, tho' not ſo c 
frequent as they were. 5 | | fi 
But that which it principally concerns a private © 
Chriſtian to know, as the caſe ſtands now, is how 1 
often he ought to partake of the Lord's Supper, V1 
when adminiſtred in the Pariſh where he reſides: I ſay 1 
in the Pariſh where he reſides, becauſe certainly private th 
Chriſtians are not bound to look further; theſe being W 
the places in which the Church has commanded them th 
to attend the Ordinances of Religion, and to expect 
the adminiſtration of the. e ſo 
And, the anſwer to this is very plain and eaſy : fre 
That we ought not to omit any opportunity, ſo offered to us cl 
of pattaking of the Lord's Supper. For, conſiderin th 
How much our partaking of it is for the honour of fin 
_ God and our Saviour, for the credit of our Religion, * 
the good of the Chriſtian Society, of which we profeſs on 
dur ſelves Members, and our own particular Intereſt 2 
and Advantage; I cannot ſee how we can anſwer it, * 
either to God, our Saviour, our Brethren, or our WI, 
ſelves, if we at any time neglect to partake of it. 
Can we doubt whether it will not be highly diſ- re 
pleaſing to God, if when he calls us together to oy: 
give thanks and praiſe to him, in a moſt ſolemn oo 
manner, for his abundant mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, . 
we at any time unthankfully refuſe to come? Do oo 
we think that our Bleſſed Saviour can take it well art x 
our hands, if when he, by his Miniſters, invites us _ 
to commemorate his Love in dying for us, we at a- 3 
ny time turn our backs upon him, as thoſe who LIP 
think him not worchy our remembrance? Are we con 
afraid that we ſhall, give too much countenance to * 


our Religion, if we always appear upon this occaſi- 
on; or that the Church will grow roo ſtrong, by our 
thus often vc, Ig bread and one bod? Or do 
we ſuſpect that we ſhall be roo much gainers by our 
conſtant communicating in the bleſſed Effects ot 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, Methinks I am 
aſhamed to ask ſuch queſtions as theſe, Oh! wich 
nat Joy ought we to run to our Lord's Table when- 
| "IT cver 
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repent, of it. And if fo, he ought certainly for that 
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ever we behold it ſpread for us? How ought. the 
fight of the heavenly Food, there prepared for us, 
to 5 and delight us? How much more eager- 
ly ought we to embrace every opportunity of ha- 
ving the pardon of our fins confirmed ; and the 

miſes of Grace and everlaſting Life renewed to us, 
than of heaping up Riches, Honours, or any other 


' worldly good? And yet we are ſure to be careful 


enough to ler flip none of theſe, ; 

But perhaps you will ſay, certainly there are 
ſome times, when a man may be difpenſed. with 
from communicating, ſome reaſons which will ex- 
cuſe his abſence ; and every time of ſtaying from 
the Lord's Table is not ſure to be looked upon as 
fin of Omiſſion. I anſwer, that the Excuſes which 
will avail in this caſe are very few. That which is 
commonly made, of want of time for particular 


Preparation, I have already ſhewed to be inſufficient 


in the foregoing Chapter: And I know of none that 
will hold good but theſe three. | 3 
Firſt, In ſome@Pariſhes the number of Communi- 
cants is ſo vaſtly great, that they cannot poſſibly 
communicate all at one time, atleaſt not with any 
tolerable conveniency; and in ſuch a caſe, a good 
man not only may, but ought to give way and make 


room for others, Who have a right to communicate 


as well as he. But then we muſt be very careful 
that when we do abſent our ſelves upon this Ac- 


count, there be real ground and reaſon for it; and 


that we may be ſure of this, we ſhall do well to 


conſult our Miniſter! about it, ho is the moſt com- 


petent judge in chis Matter. 


Secondly, It may ſometimes ſo happen, that a 
man juſt before the time when he ſhould receive the 
Lord's Supper; by ſome ſudden and ſurprizing occa- 
ſion, may be drawn into ſome groſs and enormous 
Sin, and not have time enough between that and the 


Adminiſtration of the Sacra ment, to recolle& and © 
examine himſelf, ro try whether he be truly ſor. 


rowful for this his fault, and do fincerely deteſt and 
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time to ſtay away, and make his peace with God, and 
to make himſelf ſure that he has a right to the be- 
nefits of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion, before he pre- 
ſumeth to come to the Communion of them. 


Laſtly, Whatever will excuſe a man from coming 


to Church, as Works of Neceſſity or Charity, being 
ſick and in diſtreſs our ſelves, or attending upon 
ſuch as are ſo, and need our help, Cc. will, by pa- 
rity of reaſon, excuſe us from coming to the Lord's 
Supper, But he who comes to Church, and yer ar 


the ſame time negle&s the Lord's Supper, to which 


he is there invited, without either of the two fore- 
mentioned reaſons, is inexcuſable. And upon this 
account, I ſuppoſe it was, that the Canons A poſto- 
Heal, and the Synod of Antioch, threaten every one 
of the Faithful with Excommunication, who come 
ro Church to hear the Holy Scriptures, but ſtay not 
to participate of the Holy Supper. 
But it may be farther urged, doth not the Law of 


our Land it ſelf, which obligeth us to communicate 


three times à year only, ſuppoſe this to be ſufficient ? 

IL anſwer, Firſt, that the Law ofthe Land plainly 
ſuppoſeth it very good and commendable to do ir 
oftner, becauſe it ſaith, we ſhall receive it three times 
| at the leaſt. | Wy; > 


- Secondly, if what has been ſaid above concern- 


ing the reaſons of our omitting no opportunity of 


| communicating, be true, this is enough to oblige us 


without any farther conſideration. 


„* * 
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Ohedtiuns againſt Communicating anſwer d. 


8 H Oping chat ſome men al leaſt are ſincere in 
1 their Excuſes, which they make for not coming 


to the Lord's Supper, how light and trifling ſoever 
the Excuſes themſelves may be, I ſhall not grudge 
my time and pains in conſidering them diſfinctly, 


- 


ad giving anſwers to them. And Firſt, The moſt 
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they may ſafely come, 
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common excuſe which men make in this caſe is 
that they are unworthy, and therefore dare not com- 
municate; always bearing in mind thoſe terrible 
words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 29. He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 
himſelf.. Now in anſwer. to this, I defire men to 
conſider theſe three things. 2 

Firſt, What it is they mean, when they ſay they 
are unworthy. For, if they mean any thing to the 
purpoſe, they muſt mean either that they are not 
_y for their ſins, and fully reſolz'd to forſake them, 
Yr that they do not ſtedfaſtly believe all the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, or laſtly, chat they are not 
in Charity with the World; ready to forgive, and 
do good to all mankind; for theſe are the only things 
which. can render a man unworthy tg, receive the 
Lord's Supper. And yet I verily believe, that the 


far greateſt number of thoſe, who call themſelves _ | 


inworthy, would think themſelves very much 1nju- 


red, if any of theſe rhings ſhould be ſaid of them. 


Well chen, ſuch men give themſelves their: own an- 
ſwer, they are not really. unworthy,- and therefore 


* 
> 


But, ſay they, we are incumbred mightily with 
worldly. buſineſs; we do not find in our ſelves a 
zealous and a warm Faith and Love of God, our Sa- 
viour and Religion; we have conteſts, diſputes and 


. Law-ſuits with many of our Neighbours, and theſe 


things we are afraid render us unworthy By no 
means: if we purſue our worldly buſineſs honeſtly 
and fairly, without letting ic incroach upon the bu- 
ſinefs of Religion, by ſwallowing up all our ti 
and leaving none or very little for the worſhip 
God and ſervice of our Neighbours, we not only do 
what is innocent, but commendable, and our duty. 
If we are rooted and grounded in Faith, ſo that in the © 


general courſe of our lives, we have our converſat ion 


as becometh the Goſpel of Chrift, and keep all his Cum- 


mandments; this is à ſufficient proof of our Faith 
and Love to God, our Saviour and Religion, altho 
e neyer have any as firs and ſudden fart, 


rap- 
tuxes 
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tures and extaſies. Laſtly, If we are contending a ( 
with our Neighbours for nothing, but what we fin - _—_— 
ecrely think our right, if we rake a fair and legal N. 
way of righting our ſelves, and proſecute our ſuits | th 


WM without the leaſt malice or ill-will to our neighbour's lif 


BY I ſhall not infiſt upon this. For whatever the meanirg 


-perſon, there is no harm in all this ; none of theſe W. 
things are any bar to our communicating. But, | m 
Secondly, If you are really umrorthy, whoſe 
fault is it that you are ſo? May you not have, or at le 
feaſt might you not have had for asking, ſuch a mea- tt 
fare of Divine Grace, as would ſufficiently enable WS 
g you to attain all thoſe qualifications which are ne- n 
deſſary to render a man a worthy Communicant ; and al 
why then did you ner, or why now do you not ac- 
cept and make uſe of it? Do you think to make your 
own fault your excuſe? Or will you plead in your 
behalf that gou are not worthy, becauſe you will 
not be ſo? No, certainly, all that you can do in this 
tf caſe, is to make what haſt you can poſſibly, by im- 
mediately embracing and comply ing with the offers 
of God's Grace to become worthy; that ſo there 
may lye no fault at your door, either on one ſide or 
the other, bur that you may both communicate and |F 
communicate worthily. - | 
Laſtly, As to thoſe terrible words of St. Paul. 
Ale that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth andarink«. 
eth damnation te himſelf ; I might obſerve, that the 
word which we here render damnation, ſignifieth no 
more than Judgment, and probably was de ſigu'd in 
this place only to denote temporal Judgments ; but 
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of theſe words may be, it is certain, that the un- 

worthy receiving the Lord's Supper, till repenred of, 

28 a damnable fin; as being a downright impudent | 

' mocking of God and Chriſt, by prerending our ſelves 
their Servants, and ſolemnly yowing all holy obedi- 

ence to them, when yer in our hearts, we at the 

ſame time, mean no ch thing. But what then? 


Shall we therefore ſtay away from the Communion, 
and by fo doing wilfully. break a plain Command- 
ment of our Saviour, and thereby become guilty of 
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a damnable fin? This is to take a certain damnation 
for ſear of none, which we may avoid if we pleaſe. 
No certainly, the juſter conſequence, in this caſe, is 
that we ought to uſe our urmoſt endeavours to qua- 
lify our ſelves for communicating worthily, that ſo' i 
we, may have no reaſon to fear the dreadful puniſn- 
ment of communicating anworthily. ©  -— *' 
Secondly ; Others are afraid of communicating, 
leſt they ſhould fall into fin after ward, and this they 
think would be unpardonable; for this reaſon ſome 


men have thought ir wiſdom to abſtain from · com- 


municating till the time of their death, when they 
are beyond all danger of finning more. e 
No I readily grant that it is a very great aggra- 

vation of any fin, that it is committed after receiving 
the Holy Communion, becauſe this makes it a fin a- 
gainſt new Vows and Promiſes, which we there 
made, a fin after greater meaſures of Grace and Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, which we there received, than we 


had before, aud conſequently a more inexcufable ſin 


than it would have been before; but that it ſhould be 
unpardonable is what can never be proved. For, 
Firſt, It is certain from our Saviour's own words, 


that all manner of ſin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven un- 


to men, but the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not 
be forgiven unto men. So that unleſs finning after 
Communicating be the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which'I think was never yer pretended, we need not 


| fear its being forgiven us, upon our ſincere Repen- 


tance for it, and endeavouring to be more careful for 
o a rg 

Secondly, Did not St. Peter, after receiving thy 
Communion, nay, and immediately after roo, com» 
mir fin, and that too one of the greateſt fins that he 
could poſſibly be guilry of, the denying his Lord and 
Maſter? and yet no body doubts but upon his ſorrow | 


and repentance, this was entirely forgiven him. And 
ought not this Example to be a great encouragement 
to all ſuch, as are ſo unhappy to fin, as he did, upon 
repentance like his, to hope for a pardon like his too? 
However, + hr o 1 r 11 
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. Laſtly, The conſideration of this aggravating Cir- 
cumſtance of our ſins, ought to make us extreme 
cautious and fearful of finning after the Communi> 
on; for no wiſe man will venture himſelf into an 
eminent danger, merely becauſe there is a poſſibility 
of his eſcaping out of it. e 

Thirdly, Others think to excuſe themſelves by 
faying that they have already, perhaps often too, been 
parakers of the Lord's Supper, and been ſo far from 
receiving thoſe benefits from it, which we pretend 
are to be had there, they have not found any benefit 
at all by it, and therefore they cannot conceive to 
what purpoſe they ſhould give the mſelves the trou- 
ble of coming to ir any more. To which E anſwer, 
'. Firſt, Thar generally ſpeaking, this is not true; it 
being plain from experience, that moſt men, even the 

- worſt of men too, gain this ſenſible advantage by 
communicating, that, for ſome rime both before and 
after, they are more ſerious, More thoughtful, and 
keep themſelves within ſtricter bounds of Tempe- 

„than they ,us'd to do at other 
times. And this is | Baca conſiderable ad vantage, and 
has very often prov'd the happy occafion ot men's 
looking into and examining their own lives, of their 
finding fault wich and becoming fick of themſelves, 
and of their ſeeking a remedy for their ſickneſs, in a 
thorough Repencance and Retormarion. ger 

Second ly, If men do not find theſe benefits which, 
ve aſſure them of, in the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, it muft be wholly their own fault, for 
God is faithful who hath promiſed, and will infallibly, 
make good his part of the Covenant, to all tho ho 
are careful to make good theirs. So that this objecti- 
on, ſo far as it is true, is an objection only againſt 
| our ſelves; it 6an be no reaſon for our abſenting 
| from the Holy Communion, but it may and ought 
to be a powerful reaſon for our taking care to come 
ſo prepared, that we may be fit to receive the bleſſings 
there offer'd by God to us. 
| Thirdly, Men are apt to judge of the effects WS 
their receiving the Communion bebore — j- 
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the nature of things) they can poſſibly appear. God's 


Grace, cho it works in a ſupernatural manner, yet it 
attends the natural motion of mens own endeayours, 
works and keeps equal pace along with them. And. 
therefore our Reaſon will tell us, that ir muſt take up | 
ſome time to watch and obſerye the effects of it. 
The converſion of a Sinner, and perfection of a Saint, 
are not things to be wrought in a moment: there are 
a great m_ little ſteps and degrees to be taken and 
gain'd, which are almoſt inſenſible, at leaſt do not be- 
come remarkable, till they have been often added one 
to another; and therefore we muſt wait with pati- 
ence,” and keep on doing our own buſineſs, and then 


in time we need not fear but the works of the Lord 


will be made perfect in us. We can. no more argue 
that we do not grow in Grace, becauſe we do not ſee 
every ſmall incereaſe of ſuch our. growth, thaꝶ that 
we do not grow in bodily ſtature, for the ſame rea- 


| Jon. But 


5 $50 | 
Laſtly, Suppoſing no: benefits at all were to accrue; 
to us, from our receiving the Lord's Supper: Whay 
then? Are we to obey none of our Saviont's Com- 
mand ments, but ſuch as we are to Be gainers by ? Is. 
it not enough that he has plainly enjoyn'd us to do 


this? Are not his Power and Authority ſufficient. 


grounds and motives for our obedience? Moreover, 
are we never to miniſter to the glory and honour of 
God and our Saviour, but where we can at the ſame. 
time miniſter. to our own profits too? This, methinks,, 


is ſtrange Doctrine, eſpecially in a Chriſtian's mouth, 


who promiſed at his Baptiſm, without reſerve, to. 
Keep all God's Commandments, and to-walk. in the 
lame unto his lives end; 399 4 "x 


Fourthly, Another Objection comes from thoſe. 1 
men, who do not care to communicate with ill men, 


who they ſee conſtantly flock to che Lord's Table: 


much Teſs to receive the Communion from the hands 


of an ill Miniſter, as it may ſometimes happen. But 
this I hope to ſhew ro be rather an affected niceneſ; 
and ſqueamiſnneſs, than well- grounded Wiſdom and 
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" Firſt, As to Lay-Communicants, ſyppoſin them 
to be ill men, which yet Charity, eſpecially ſuch 


Charity as a man ovghr to bring with him to the 
Communion, commanderh you to be well aſſured of 


before you ſuppoſe it; yet, what is that to you? are 
you bound to anſwer for their unworthineſs in re- 
ceiving, or for the fins they ſhall be guilty of after ? 
are you afraid that they are infe&ious, and that you 
ſhall catch their fins of them, only by looking on 
them, or kneeling by them? if not, what means 
this fooliſh nicety, theſe groundleſs ſcruples ? wou'd 
it not become you better when you meet ſuch men 
at the Lord's Table, to hope that they are now be- 
ginning to re pent, and amend, and to wiſn and pray 
that it may be fo? ought you not rather to embrace 
and welcome them with joy thither, as the Angels do 
2 repenting ſinner, and to lay hold of this occaſion 
of encouraging them to love thy ſelf, and other good 
men, as that ghich may afterwards prove a likely 
means of making them love that Religion, to which 
thou and they owe all their good neſs. This certain- 
ly would be the propereſt behaviour at this Feaſt of 
Love: this Charity of thine to them would neareſt 
reſemble that of thy Lord to the. 
But you will ſay, perhaps, that the thoughts of 
that extreme danger, which they incur by comi 
unworthily to the Lord's Table, and their cold an 
Indifferent behaviour there, diſcompoſe thy thoughts 
and deaden thy devotions. Be it fo; yet this is not 


thy fault bur theirs, ſo far as they are the neceſſaryß Ih 


-eccaſion of it. Bur ſurely it will be no hard matter 
ot ehee to divert thy thoughts from them at ſuch a 
kime, and by meditation and private Prayer to apply 
them to the buſineſs thou art about. Nay, the very 
_— of the great danger of. communicating un- 
worthily and indecently, which you ſay theſe men 


bring into your mind, are very proper thoughts at 


that time. Add to this, that our Lord himſclt gave 


Will the Communion to Judas, as bad a Man as we can 


well ſuppoſe, and the reſt of the Apoſtles made no 
| objection againſt his Communicating ; and who art 
| FFC thou 
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Sec ondly, As to an ill Miniſter. This Objection 


might be of ſome Force, if the Virtue and Efficacy of 
the Communion did at all depend upon the goodneſs | 
or badneſs of him who adminiftreth it; but this it 
doth not. It is enough that he be lawfully ordain d 
and impowered to miniſter to us in Holy things; 


farther conſidered as to his goodneſs or bad neſs, there 
is no more in the Caſe betwixt him and us, than in 


the caſe betwixt us aud any other Lay-Brother, and 


this, I hope, has been ſuffi ciently conſider'd. : 
_ Fifthly, It is obje&ed by ſome, that they cannot 
come to the Lord's Supper, as adminiſtred by the 


Church of England, becauſe they cannot comply with 


the poſture of kneeling, in which that enjoyns them i 


ro receive it. But why can they not comply. 
Is it becauſe the poſture is in it ſelf unlawful ? 


That they will be hardly fo fooliſh as ro ſay ; it be- | 


ing acknowledged by all Mankind that poſtures are 
indifferent things; and the practice of the beſt men 
that ever lived, nay, even of our Lord: himſelf, 
having plainly prov'd that there is no unlawfulneſs 


in this of kneeling, OE 
ls it becauſe the ſupreme Authority of our Nation 
has commandedir? ( for the Rubricks of our Common: 


Prayer, are all Acts of Parliament, and by theſe we 
are commanded to kneel at the Communion : a thing 
which I wiſh ſome men would ſeriouſly lay to on 


this methinks muſt be ſtrange perverſeneſs, to refuſe - | 
to obey our Governors in indifferent things, the only 4 


things in which our obedience to them can be try'd. | 


Is it becauſe this was not the poſture in which our 


Lord inſtiruted this Holy Supper? Howe do they 


know that? for the Scriptures are ſilent in that mat. 


ter; bur ſuppoſing it was not, do theſe men think us 


obl'ged ro obſerve all the circumſtances which our 
Lord then niade uſe of? If not all, why more par- 
ticularly this of his poſture ? If all, why then do 
they themſelves vary to much from many of them, 


as chey do? Why do not they make ready the Lord's 
SAY i Sup- 
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thou then that pretendeſt to be wiſer than our Lord | 
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Supper in an upper Room; why not at the fame 
time of the day which he did? ” 


Is ir becauſe kneeling is no Table geſture? I an- 


ſwer, that the nature of the Lord's Supper doth not 
require that it ſhould be fo ; if it did, it would like- 


ces proper to a Feaſt and a Table, which yer the 
who make this objection, will by no means allow 
W that in this they give themſelves their anſwer. 


Is it becauſe kneeling is not a proper poſture, not 


faitable to the bufinefs of communicating? Certain- 
W the moſt proper of any whatſoever ; as ſerving 

ſt amongſt us, to expreſs that humility and thank- 
fulneſs of mind, with which we receive and comme- 


morate, as we ought to do, the benefits of Chriſt's 
WW death and paſſion. Or, $1 | 


Laſtly, Is it becauſe this poſture is abuſed to very 


W #1 purpoſes by Idolaters, more eſpecially by the pa- 


iſts in this very inſtance of communicating ? I an- 
wer, that the abuſe of an indifferent thing, can be 
no argument againſt the lawful uſe of it, more par- 
ticularly the uſe of it to very good and commendable 
Sixthly and Laſily, There is one other Objection, 


which tho' very ſeldom mentioned, yer I fear lyeth 


at the bottom of many Mens Hearts, and that is, gi- 
ving away Money at the Communion. But here it 
is to be conſider d, that altho' this is a very good ex- 


preſſion of that charity, which we are indiſpenſibly 


bound to bring with us thicher, yet this is no neceſ- 
fary condition of, or qualification for, our worthy 
receiving. Thoſe who have nothing or very little to 
give, have e qual right to the Communion, and will 
be made as welcome at it by our Saviour, as they 
Who give never ſo largely out of their abundance. 
Let not any man then negle& this happy opportuni- 
xy of doing honour to God and his Saviour, and un- 


| i fpeakable good to himſelf and his Brethren, purely 


becauie he cannot make ſuch a ſhow with his Mone 


| as other men. Ler him give chearfully what he is 


able, and he ned not fear but that our Saviour, who 
1 3 . lo 


) 


wiſe, for the ſame.reaſon, require other Circumſtan- 


rr 


Nee 


* || fo much commended the Widow's Charity in her 

Mite, will likewiſe accept and approve his? Or if he 
e has nothing elſe to offer ro God, yet fet him offer 
; him a penitent faithful and charitab heart; and this 
he will find dear and precious in his fight. - 
| 
4 


And thus I have anſwer d, I hope fully and clear- 

ly, all thoſe Objections which men ordinarily make 

againſt communicating; at leaſt all ſuch as occur 

to my mind at preſent. If there be any others that 

. have 2 me, I ſhall be very thankful to thoſe 
; who will be ſo kind as to inform me of them, and 
4 | moſt readily give them their due weight and conſide- 
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Tre Prayers to be 170 by * as hates 

| Leiſure. e's Morning and Evening 

| - their other Devotions, for a V. iT 

> doh they receive the Lord 1 . 
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F or Repentance. «| 


Moſt _ Lord God, who aft t e 
purer — than to behold Iniquity ; 


| and has more eſpecially required , that 
i thoſe who 22 thine Altar, ſhould waſh 
! their Hands in Innocency : Grant me, I be- 
[ ſeech thee, unfeigned Repentance for my 
12 Sins, a moſt deep and hearty Sorrow 
i or them, and moſt firm and ſted faſt Pur- 
| poſes and Reſolutions to forſake them ; and 
| do thou by thy Grace ſo aſſiſt and ſtreng - 
then theſe my Reſolutions, that they ney 
become effectual, fbr the bringing forth 
W Fruit unto Holineſs, ſo that in the EndI 
may have Everlaſting Life. Thou only , 
0 — art able to work in me both to 
will and to do, won as I F 
Cleanſe me therefore, I mol bumbly ou 
thee, from all Filthineſs, both of *Fleſh 
and Spirit, and enable me ſo to perfect 
{ Holineſs in thy Fear, that I may be a fit 
Gueſt for thy Son's Table, and likewiſe 
meet to be Partaker of that Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light, which thou, in thine . 
in- | 
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Hfinit Mercy, has promis d to all ſuch as 
fal 


| thy dear Son, and our alone Saviour and | 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


believe in thy Son Jeſus, everlaſting Life, 


of thee, ſuch a ſure and lively Faith in 


doing; 1 believe that he gave himſelf” for 


_—_— 


3 and of 
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Communicating explain'd. 39 
fully ſerve and pleaſe thee, through | 


J Moſt gracious and ever merciful Lord, J 
who haſt promiſed to all them that 


and haſt inſtituted and ordained holy My- 
ſteries, as Pledges and Seals of theſe thy 
Promiſes: Give me I moſt earneſtly beg 


him, as may entitle me to become a wor- 
thy Receiver of theſe Pledges, and Heir 
4 theſe - Promiſes. I believe, O Lord, 
| Os my Unbelief; I believe that the 
bleſſed - Jeſus laid down: his Liſe for me, 
and acknowledge with all poſſible Thank- 
fulneſs, his inexpreſſible Kindneſs in 6 


me and all Mankind, that he might redeem 
us from all Iniquity, and purify unto hitns 
elf a: peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works; therefore will Iendeavour: to mani- 
felt my Faith by my Works. I believe 
that there is none other Name under. Hea- 
ven, given among Men, whereby they: 
m ſaved, but the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus; therefaxe in his Name only I im- 
plore fog, Mee, Increaſe of Faith here, 

ry hereafter, Amen, For N 
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27 i fs For Charity. | 


doings without youre are nothing 
worth; fend thy Holy Ghoſt , and pour 
into my Heart that moſt excellent Gift of 
& Charity, the very Bond of Peace and of 
all virtues, without which whoſoever liveth 
is counted dead before thee. More efpe- 
W cially now, when I am going to'comme-- 
morate the unſpeakable Love of my bleſ- 
Led Saviour in dying for me, let me not be 
W deltitute of Love towards my Brethren. 


ak fit me for thy Forgiveneſs of 
mine; let me not be an Enemy to any 
Man, left I be thy Enemy too; but give 
me that Charity, which covereth a mul- 
| titude of Sins, that Charity, by which all 
Men may know me to be Chriſt's Diſciple, 
which ſhall diſpoſe me to be of a meek, pa- 
tient, long ſuffering, forgiving Temper, like 
bin, and to do good to all Men as he did; 
that Charity which ſhall never fail, but 
ſhall go along with us into, and make us 
fit Inhabitants for that City of Love, the 
vrew Feruſalem. Grant this, O merciful 
Father, for the ſake of thy Son Chriſt Je- 
ſus, through whoſe Love alone we are en- 
| 
| 


couraged to preſent theſe: our Requeſts to 
tee Amen, | 122 
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WAN Lord, who haſt taught us that all our 


O let my Readineſs to forgive others their 
| Trefhaſles, 


| Communic ating explain . 1 


A Prayer to be ſaid inthe Morning before 
we communicate, after our uſual Prayers.” 


. {BS 


FA Moſt gracious and ever merc 


* 
* * 


Lord God, who art always wont to 
give more than we either deſire or deſeryve, 
accept, I beſeech thee, my moſt humble 
and hearty thanks for thy great Mercy in 
bringing me to the Light of this Day, and 


thereby giving me an», Opportunity of, 
meeting 7 dear Redeemer at his holy: 
Table; of teſtifying my Love and Gtati- 
tude to him, and of communicating in al! 
the bleſſed Effects of his Love towards me; 

of renewing to him my : 
Faith and Obedience, and of receiving 
from him freſh Confirmations of the Bene- | 
fits made over to me in my Baptiſm, even 
Remiſſion of Sins, Grace, and eternal Life. 
O that J may be careful duly to improve 
this happy Opportunity now: befo 


that 1 may eat and drink ſo worthily, as to | 
eat and drink my own Salvation that x 
Sins which are many and great, mote ei- 


u! 


F- al 


Baptiſmal Vow'of_: | 


dre mei 


knowingly and wilfully, (ſuch as Here 
mention thoſe wiſful ſins, if there are any ui 

phich thou nome ſt th {alf to have hren gui 
may be forgiven-me z and: 
forward, whether I live,” I may liy#-uinto; 


„ Type Great Duty of © | 
And tho ſame Mercies, which I beg for 
| ſelf, 1 beg likewiſe for all my Kom 
| C riſtians ; more particularly thoſe who 
S ſhall this Day , any where, partake .in the 
| Communion of the Body and Blood of 
& Chriſt, O let not one of their precious 
 Sovls periſh, who ſeem to be ſo near to the 
dom of Heaven; but do thou, by thy 
_ ſo aſſt and direct, ſtrengthen and 
pport them, now and evermore, in do- 


<A, that in the end they may obtain 


| ng Ln, nog e Out 
| Lord. | Aen. Ws * l 


len Priger' to OY fail T0 ik which 


10 common ar our firſt comi 
"Into the = MP * 


N Ban, O bleed as e 
draw to thy Able the nearer I 
may: likeiviſe draw 700 w_ in Purity o 

Heart and Affections, in Strength and 


Livelinefs: of Faith; in Far and Ex- 


tenſiveneſs of Charity. That ſo, bei 
of che Ame hind: which was 25 


11 


nies wes 


haſh pripmed fee then. "ws. 


thy Will, and working out their own 


5 Thekh> 225 holy Table 
223 faithful: Servants, and of thoſe 
another World, which thou in thy” 


ne 
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an 
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and for the 3 


fill my heart with thankfulneſs for the mel. 


| Ko hy to lay 
loving. nothin 2 he 
to 5 me . 


4 Kingdom. Amen. 
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Juſt before we receive. re 


Ear thoſeP rayers, 0 Lord, which have 5 
been ph by the Con epation, - 
thy well beloved Son 

Teſus Chriſt, ſuffer us to draw nigh unto 
thee, and to hope for thy mercy. In his 
Name alone it is Abe L, a moſt vile wretch 
and miſerable Sinner, am bold to call thee 
Father, and to intreat thy favour and for- 
givenels. O let his Merits anſwer for my - 
unworthineſs,let his Death ee me from 
dying, let his Body and Blood lis. 4 my 
Body and Soul unto EY bj 


| 
| 
| 


Immediate] ly after receiving the Bread. 


Merciful Lord, Grant, I beſeech thee 1 

that by virtue of thy dear Son's Body, 
given, for: me, and repreſented to me by 
this Bread, I may become acceptable in 
thy, ſight, obtain thy 15 85 and 3 * 


grace and affiſtance, ch 
neſs and glory. And Rn 2 9 


mable . =osumy of my Saviour s death and 
W T nat nhe-0% 1 


him; 


3 voue him, 
to cron me with mn Www: in _ 4 


4 I "The Great Duty 5 


© Immediately after receiving the Wine. 
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Ft Thank thee, from the bottom of m ay 
heart, O gracious. God, that thou ha 
133 the Blood of thy 
let me evermore bear in mind thy 
\inexpreſible kindneſs. and. condeſcenſion in 
D doing; and ſhew forth my ſenſe of them, 
a ſincere, univerſal and conſtant obedi- 
ence to the That fo the Lord Jeſus may 
de indeed che Author of Salvation to me, 
and I. being wa waſh'd- and cleans d ſrom all 
my ſins in his Blood, may appear pure and 
| ſpotleſs before thee, and be admitted to 
Partake of thoſe rivers of pleaſure, which 
Ae at thy right hand for e Amen, 


- When * return to Jour Seat. 25 


Rant, O Ueſſed Lord, v that 1 Tand alt all 
ty dart | 


7 t it, as to uſe our ut⸗ th 
moſt ran ron to imitare and tranſcribe le 
it 10 effQually' femember it, as to re- | 8c 
meèmber that we ate thine, bought with the 
Price of thy Blood, and ate therefore bond 
to ſerve thee, with our Bodies and N | 
which are thine. denn 
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A Prayer to be uſed the Evening after 
communicating ,with our other Devotions. | 


& Ceept, O Bleſſed Lord, accept my 
1 unfeigned thanks, for thy great mer- 
in admitting me this day to the ſweet 
had comfortable Communion oſ the Body: 
and Blood of Chriſt, and for all thoſe Be- 
nefits which I there. receiv'd. Enable me 
for the future to live worthy of them, to 
make good all the promiſes and vows. 1 
there made, and to continue ſtedfaſt in that 
Repentance, Faith, and Charity, which 1 
there profeſs d. Marvellous was thy love 
in ſending thy Son to die for us, and par- 
ticularly great has it been towards me, in 
that it has caus d me to be born in a Chi- 
ſtian Country, where 1 had early and eaſy. | 
opportunities of knowing the Chriſtian Re- ; * 
I ligion, and that too in its utmoſt purity. and 
IT I fimplicity, and have long been prorefted © |! 
1- | and maintain d in the free and undiſturb'd | 
7, | exerciſe of it. Oh that my behayiour, may; | 
x | prove anſwerable to theſe mercies; that 1 
c- | mayuſealltheſe happy opportunities, which 
8 many orher poor Souls want, as one that is 
bo F truly ſenſible of the advantage of then; 
t- that I may grow in Grace, and the know- 
Ee ledge of Chriſt Jeſus, and abound in ever 
e- | good word and work, to the praiſe and glo- | 
e | ry of God. I know, O Lord, that if we 
d: || lia wilfully, after that we have 2 * the 
23 N 2 14 R Kuno 


26. . "The Great Duty of Kc. 
AP of the truth, there remaineth 


| looking for of judgment, and hery indigna- 
tion. O let me conſtantly carry this in my 
| thoughts, and ſeriouſly reflect upon it, that 
I may not be of them 7 draw back 
| unto perdition, but of them that beliey 
1 * ſaving of the Soul. 

pray likewiſe, that all my fellow Chri- 
aun un may ſincerely perſorm that Covenant, 
which they have 8 4 day made to thee; 
that they ceaſe to do Bo and learn to do 
well, chat they may be ſtrong in the Faith 
c Chriſt; and Dk one another, as he 
| hath loved them; that ſo thy Honour may 
de effectually promoted, tho Sal vation of 
all men farther d, thy Son's Kingdom en- 


gf larg'd; and his coming haſtned, to the in- 


expreſfible comfort and eternal joy of all 
tboſe, who having fincerely obey'd the 
Goſpel of -Ohriſt'-here, ſhall evermore re- 
| Joyce in the bleſſed fruits and rewards of 
| - rheit-- Obedience in Heaven. Grant this, 
O\merciful- Father, for the fake of thy 
| well-beloved Son Chriſt eſus, to whom, 
| with: thy Self, and y bleſſed Spirit, 
| thees: Parſons but one God, be all Honour 
and Glory, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 

i 1 1 time, Needed and 1 80 ever- 
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